
 

 

Colusa County Children & Families Commission 
Advisory Council  

 
Minutes of Public Meeting 

January 9, 2001 
 

A meeting of the Advisory Council for the Colusa County Children and Families Commission 
was held from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Yuba College Career Resource Center, 570 6th Street, 
Williams, California.  Present:  Irene Reyes, Susan Rawlins, Tish Nerli, Sue Wells, Deneen 
Torres, Esperanza Ramirez, Nancy Parriott, Christy Scofield, and Charlette Lauppe. 
 
Items discussed and actions taken in accordance with the publicly posted agenda were as follows: 
 
1. Introductions 
 

Colusa County Children and Families Executive Director Charlette Lauppe started the 
meeting with group introductions. 

 
2. “New Parent’s Kit” Pilot Project 
 

Ms. Lauppe introduced the design of the Kit, and explained that Colusa County received 
twenty-two kits for a pilot project to see how the public and children’s service providers 
in the county would receive the Kit.  The Kits received included fifteen English version 
and seven Spanish version, and were distributed to parents, childcare and preschool 
service providers, and the library.  Comments returned during follow up: 
• the Box is wonderful and could easily be located in the parents home when visitors 

(i.e. Visiting Nurse is in the home for services and could be utilized at that time with 
the parent for teaching, informing and sharing with the parent and child 

• there is a lot of information and probably too much to send home with most parents 
without the support and guidance of the visiting nurse or other practitioner 

• anticipatory guidance may be used to meet the needs in relation to pregnancy, post 
partum, perinatal, infant, child developmental (individual) milestones and 
touchpoints.  “All parents have something to share at each developmental stage 

• the parent kit could be used to provide opportunities for mastery and competence in 
parenting strengths.  “All parents have strengths” 

• may want to put Colusa County on the outside of the box.  (creatively individualize 
for our county and communities) A sticker, a Logo design that shows we care about 
all the kids 

• Information re:  Breastfeeding was evaluated by member of North. Ca. Breastfeeding 
coalition and reported that information was accurate and supportive of a woman’s 
right to choose how she will feed her infant 

• excellent tool, information very in-depth and many parents may need assistance in 
utilizing all the information 

• would be an excellent tool for nurses when making home visits 
• possible distribution sites:  Home Health Agency-each Medi-Cal mom is entitled to 

one home visit if ordered by her OB; Public Health Programs, POE, Healthy Families 
(the child abuse prevention grant) that does home visiting, CCS, and Public Health is 
considering requesting funding for a home visiting nurse program to visit new moms 
in general (Public Health is at times limited by categorical funding), CPS, Hospital, 
Doctor’s Offices and Comprehensive Perinatal Services Program at Del Norte Clinics 

• add information on Health Insurance-Medi-Cal, Healthy Families, AIM, Baby-Cal, 
CCS (California Children’s Services, medical coverage for children with medically 



 

 

eligible conditions, medical conditions that are physically disabling or require 
medical, surgical, or rehabilitative services; families must be income eligible) 

• add information on CHDP-Child Health & Disability Program, which is a 
preventative health-screening program for children with Medi-Cal or income eligible.  
Provides exams, immunizations, lead, hemoglobin labs 

• add information on immunizations and public health immunization clinics 
• story time at library 
• services available through Children’s Services and local Child Care Options 
• parenting classes 
 
The Advisory Council stated that they were pleased with the quality of the Kit and the 
information contained in the Kit, and the group expressed a hope that they hoped the Kit 
would be given to every parent in Colusa County. 
 
Ms. Lauppe presented one of the five videos contained in the Kit.  “The First Years 
Forever” video was given a good review from the Council. 
 
A Spanish New Parent’s Kit was presented to a Hispanic Mom, and an English version 
was presented to Colusa County Library for distribution to a branch library in the county. 
Suggestions for Kit distribution were as follows: 
• include a health nurse on home visit as kit is distributed 
• place a kit on display at all day care centers labeled with contact information on 

where and how to obtain individual kits 
• make kits available as a check out item at all county libraries 
• use “Mother’s” and “Parent’s” club meetings as contact points 
• place a kit no display at all grocery stores labeled with contact information on where 

and how to obtain individual kits 
• place a kit on display at all schools in the same manner 
• create a half sheet flyer with information on how to obtain Kits 
• create tear off card to mail in to Commission office to request a Kit 
• include safety information and demonstration for Kit 
•  

 
3. Review resources, form a review committee 
 

Ms. Lauppe explained that before statewide distribution scheduled to begin in March or 
April 2001, each county would add local information to each Kit.   Council members 
were encouraged to volunteer for a “Review Committee” to preview possible local 
materials to be included in each Kit.  Deneen Torres and Esperanza Ramirez volunteered 
to help on the Review Committee. 

 
4. Review Request for Information (RFI) 
 

Ms. Lauppe shared the Draft Request for Information (RFI) packet with the Council and 
asked for comments to be returned to the Commission office.  The RFI is scheduled to be 
released January 11, 2001 and Letters of Interest are due by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
January 31, 2001. 

 
5. Announcements and Closing 
 

The next meeting is scheduled Tuesday, February 13, 2001 at the same location.  Nicole Singer 
will present “Brain Development Age Zero to Three Years.”  The meeting will be held from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. 
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